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HANDBOOK OF POLICIES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
The purpose of this handbook is to introduce the band members and their parents to the policies and procedures
of the Coweta Band Program. The bands are a vital part of the total school life and represent our school, the
school district, and our community. All students will be expected to comply with the policies set forth in this
handbook. Band members and parents are encouraged to read the handbook thoroughly, then sign and return the
personal information form, handbook agreement statement, travel permission statement, and medical consent.
Parents should retain this copy of the handbook for future reference.

COWETA BAND POLICY CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19

1. SAFETY-Students are expected to follow all district and school policies regarding masks and social distancing
while in the band facility.

2. INSTRUMENTS-Students will not be allowed to share instruments, mallets, sticks, sheet music, books, or any
other band equipment. Students must take instruments home EVERY DAY in case of school closures.
Students will have assigned, labeled areas for instrument storage in the band facility which maximize social
distancing and safety.

3. VIRTUAL DAYS-Assignments, directions, attendance check-ins, due dates, sheet music, etc. will be posted
through the Google Classroom for each ensemble in which a student participates.  You will be expected to check
in and complete those assignments each day we have virtual class. More detailed instructions will be posted in the
classroom for your ensemble.

4. HANGING OUT-While the directors enjoy that students feel comfortable enough to socialize and meet friends in
the band room before and after school, all band students will need to leave the band facility as soon as they have
gathered their equipment. Exceptions will only be made for students who are taking private lessons or in an
ensemble that rehearses outside of the school day.

5. FACILITIES- We all need to do a vastly better job in how we treat our band room, bathrooms, locker area, and
lobby. Every student will have a locker that should be capable of storing your instrument, clothes, etc. in an effort
to keep everything picked up. There will ABSOLUTELY no food, drinks, candy, or gum in the carpeted areas of
the band room. Bathrooms are not cleaned everyday. We need to do the best that we can to pick up after ourselves.
Lockers need to be kept clean and free of trash and food, and please remember to shut the door when you are
finished. Instruments are to be IN CASES when in the lockers.  You are welcome to use the lobby to eat, snack
and drink whatever you like as long as you clean up after yourself. If this becomes an issue, there will be no more
food or drink of any kind in the band room complex. Any clothes left out of your locker will be thrown away. Any
breaking of the rules in regards to food or drinks in the carpeted areas of the band room will start with the
offender being required to serve detention after school in the band room by cleaning bathrooms, vacuuming,
dusting, etc. If it continues to be a problem, it will result in being removed from the Coweta Band program.
Failure to comply with these rules will show a lack of professionalism in how we approach our activity.

PERFORMANCE AND PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS



1. All band students are expected to participate in rehearsals, concerts, sporting events, and any other school function in
which the band takes part throughout the school year.  All band events are required for a student to receive full points. See
grading policy for more detailed information.

2. A director may exclude a student from a performance or contest for inappropriate dress, excessive absences, behavioral
problems, or lack of individual preparation.

3. The academic standards mandated by OSSAA and Coweta Public Schools will be used to determine a student's
eligibility for performances. Ineligible students will be removed from the performing group two weeks prior to contests or
concerts, but will remain in the classroom to complete assignments in their failing class.  Following the
contest/performance, students will return to the ensemble for regular rehearsals regardless of eligibility.  Peer tutoring is
available for students.

4. If a student is listed on the ineligibility report for 6 consecutive weeks, he/she may be dismissed from the band
program for at least one semester to focus on improving his/her grades in other academic subjects.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

 1. Students should have their instrument, music, books, pencil, and any additional classroom materials at each rehearsal.
Each student must have his/her name on their instrument case and books.

2. Students should leave their instruments in the designated areas.   Students should be considerate of all rehearsals
already in progress in the band room.  Students are encouraged to put personal locks on their lockers.  Please do not use a
locker that has not been assigned to you. Mr. Wright will be in charge of all locker assignments.

3. ABSOLUTELY NO FOOD, DRINK, and/or GUM IN THE CARPETED AREAS OF THE BAND BUILDING
AT ANY TIME!  STUDENTS WILL BE ISSUED DETENTION FOR FAILING TO FOLLOW THIS
GUIDELINE.

4. Only instrumental music students are allowed in the band rooms. Band members are responsible for instructing
their friends to remain outside the band room.  Non band students are only allowed in the band room with a director’s
approval.

5. Cell phones and other electronic devices are not allowed during rehearsal without specific permission from a
director.

6. No hats are allowed during indoor rehearsals without permission from a director.

Eligibility

Students who are academically ineligible will not be permitted to perform at competitive or athletic events.  Any student
that is currently ineligible cannot miss school for a performance, trip, or rehearsal.  This applies to all performances, trips,
or rehearsals not just to OSSAA sanctioned events.  No refunds of money will be allowed for a student that misses a trip,
performance or rehearsal due to the fact that he or she is ineligible.  Students may perform in evening performances that
happen outside the school day at the director’s discretion.  Students cannot be penalized with a lowered grade due to their
eligibility status.  An alternative assignment can be assigned.

Daily Supply List for 2020-2021



Instrument
PENCIL

Extra instrument supplies such as reeds and valve oil
Sheet music and/or band book IN A FOLDER/BINDER

Chromebook

Discipline Policies

Discipline in the Coweta Band Program will be handled on a case by case, school by school basis.  Grade deductions will
occur for small infractions such as tardies, lack of equipment, poor attitude, or other related items.  Parents and
administrators will be notified of negative behavioral patterns or significant issues, and all parties will form a plan to
correct these issues.

GRADING POLICY

Attendance and participation of every student in the program is vitally important.  Grading in the Coweta Band Program
will be done on a total point system.  Each student will receive 5 points per successful daily rehearsal.

Tardies, lack of supplies, and behavioral issues will lower a student’s daily grade.  Deductions will be made at the
director’s discretion and will be based on the severity of the infraction.

Exceptions may be made for students with prolonged absences from school or other extenuating circumstances.

Concerts, contests, assemblies, playing tests, written assignments, AIM assessments, and other band events will be
weighted more heavily than daily rehearsals.  Any unexcused absence from a performance will result in a letter grade
reduction for the semester. Please communicate any problems well before the date.

School Owned Instruments

The Coweta Band Department does not maintain an inventory of instruments to loan to each student. Most band students
will be expected to provide their own instrument. Some larger school-owned instruments (bass clarinets, bassoons, French
horns, tenor saxes, bari saxes, baritones, euphoniums, tubas, and percussion) are issued to junior high and high school
students to ensure that our bands have the proper instrumentation. The student must complete an instrument check-out
form and agree to maintain the condition of the instrument throughout the check-out period.  A rental fee of $35 per
semester has been established to ensure the upkeep of the band inventory.  An instrument that has damage due to misuse
or neglect will be repaired at the student’s expense.  If a student refuses to repair the instrument, they will lose the use of
school-owned instruments and will be reassigned to another section.  A separate rental form will be sent home if a student
is requested to play a school owned instrument.  All school owned instruments have school lockers assigned to them.

Fundraising
Every semester the Coweta Band Program will take on fundraisers.  These fundraisers provide the band
program with essentials such as concert band entry fees, new music, instrument repair, and the purchase of new
equipment.  Without financial support by each member, the Coweta Band program is limited in the experiences
that can be provided to the students.  Rewards and prizes will be offered for every fundraiser. All previous



fundraising money must be turned in before a student is eligible to participate in a future fundraising
opportunity.
High school students will have the opportunity to earn money through fundraising to cover their band and trip
fees.  High school students will receive 100% of the profit toward their band fees.
Please bring all fees, deposits, or fundraising money to Mrs. Anderson.  Cash must be in an envelope with your
name on the outside.  Checks should be made payable to “Coweta Band” with the student’s name in the memo
line.

Concession Stands

Students and parents will have the opportunity to earn $8 per hour credits toward their band student accounts by
working at our district concession stand events.  More information coming soon.

Concert Performance Attire
For a unified performance look, all band students will be required to wear “concert black” for all concert
performances. All students will wear:

Top: Long Sleeved black shirt, sweater, suit jacket
Bottom: black dress pants
Shoes: black dress shoes

If students wear a belt, tie, vest, socks, or tights, they should also be all black. Occasionally, the directors will
vary the dress code for certain performances (holidays, jazz, patriotic, etc).  These changes will be announced
well in advance. Concert performance attire must adhere to school dress code.  Directors may exclude a student
from a performance for inappropriate concert attire.

Extracurricular Activities Student Alcohol and Drug Testing Policy

The Coweta Band program will follow and adhere to the district policy on alcohol and drugs.  A copy of the
policy will be posted in the google classroom.  A hard copy can be made on request.

Coweta Color Guard

Guard members must maintain membership in the Coweta Band Program for the full school year.  All 9-12th
grade members of the guard program will participate in our fall marching band.  During the spring semester a
guard member can either participate in first hour band by playing an instrument and / or participate in our
winter guard program.

All other guard information is provided in a seasonal packet by our guard staff.

CONTACT INFORMATION



James Morrison – james.morrison@cowetaps.org – 918-486-0880

Brittany Stoddard – brittany.stoddard@cowetaps.org – 918-486-0881

Jacob Wright – jacob.wright@cowetaps.org – 918-486-0882

Brandon Collins – brandon.collins@cowetaps.org – 918-486-0883

Stacy Anderson – stacy.anderson@cowetaps.org – 918-486-0884

Coweta Bands Website:  www.cowetabands.com  (for band calendar, updates, and news)

Follow us on facebook:

Coweta Tiger Pride Band (for events and updates)
Coweta Band Booster Club (for parent information and involvement)

Follow us on Instagram:

@coweta_bands (for events and updates)


